
We’re worth investing in.
How are you going to 
make it happen?

Teenagers’ manifesto for mayoral candidates
A campaign for better design in London 

London is 

“Only 7 per cent of young 
people surveyed thought they 
could have any influence in 
their local neighbourhoods 
and 61 per cent said they had 
no influence at all.”
 The State of London 
Children’s Report, Dec. 2004

01
Let us have our say and 
young people will be fully 
involved in planning, 
designing and decision-
making in their city

02
We want every inch of the 
capital to be used and not 
left derelict

03
We need sheltered places 
to sit and to meet people 
that are better designed 
and well looked after 04

We need broader 
pavements and car-free 
streets

05
We want lively streets 
with better and more 
creative lighting

07
We want play and 
performance areas for 
young people that are at 
the heart of shopping 
centres, main streets  
and parks

09
We want trees, pools and 
fountains everywhere

10
We want everyone to 
be able to move around 
London

08
We want playful signs, 
bright colour schemes and 
changing public art

06
We want every generation 
to have their own corner  
in public spaces, 
acknowledging their needs 
and making them feel 
welcome

Open HOuse

If you are interested in getting 
involved, please email us at 
mycitytoo@openhouse.org.uk  
or telephone 020 7383 5722

My City Too! is an initiative by  
Open House, the architecture 
education organisation.

Registered charity no. 1072104
openhouse.org.uk



W
hat is M

y City Too?

 “A
 lot of  adults don’t trust young

people. They are suspicious of us 
and they feel threatened by groups 
of us hanging out together. I w

ant 
to be free of those prejudices, and 
this project is one w

ay to start 
changing people’s opinion.”  
Glen (15 yrs)

Young people are our future. Yet 
research show

s that m
any young 

people feel that they have little or 
no influence in decisions about 
their city. Young people m

ust be 
fully involved in place-  and policy-
m

aking if they are going to value, 
respect and take ow

nership of the 
spaces and places around them

. 

M
y City Too is a groundbreaking 

cam
paign for London that 

responds to this challenge. Led 
by the architecture education 
organisation O

pen H
ouse, it 

provides a high-profile platform
 for 

young people aged 12–19 to express 
their aspirations for the future of 
London’s built environm

ent. This is 
the first cam

paign of its kind. 

W
ith London set to change shape 

radically as a m
ass of regeneration 

projects unfolds, M
y City Too has 

engaged thousands of young 
people from

 London boroughs. 

The tw
o-year program

m
e has 

culm
inated in a m

anifesto 
developed by the young people 
them

selves, presented to and 
debated w

ith London’s m
ayoral 

candidates and key decision-
m

akers in the public and private 
sectors. It w

ill enable young people 
to directly influence those w

ho are 
currently shaping the capital. 

The next stage of the cam
paign 

w
ill m

ove forw
ard through young 

people developing local action 
research projects and activities in 
the run up to local elections. 

M
y City Too is an opportunity  

to build a real and in-depth 
dialogue betw

een young people, 
designers, developers, councils  
and other decision-m

akers, as  
w

ell as w
ith other potential role 

m
odels. The strength of the 

cam
paign lies in partnerships  

and collaboration w
ith a diverse 

range of organisations, groups  
and com

panies. 

H
ow

 w
as the m

anifesto created?

Ask young people w
hat they think 

about television or how
 they w

ould 
change how

 their school w
orks, 

and they w
ill com

e up w
ith lots of 

ideas. Yet w
hile w

e are surrounded 
by the built environm

ent, w
e spend 

little tim
e developing a com

m
on 

language to articulate our view
s 

about it.

M
y City Too provides this vital 

opportunity for young people to 
develop the tools and language to 
express their ideas and channel 
their aspirations for the design of 
their future city.

O
ver the past tw

o years young 
people across the city have been 
exploring places and spaces in 
London in depth through an 
integrated program

m
e of action 

research, w
orkshops, surveys, 

polls and forum
s. A team

 of 
professionals and experts has 
supported and facilitated the 
cam

paign. Key initiatives include:

n
 Pan-London m

onthly forum
s 

gathering 35 Am
bassadors from

 
17 boroughs

n
 Extensive series of local action 
research projects in Southw

ark, 
N

ew
ham

, G
reenw

ich, Cam
den 

and Islington exploring young 
people’s ideas for retail spaces, 
public realm

 and other relevant 
issues such as anti-social 
behaviour

n
 Surveys across 1000 young 
people from

 25 London 
boroughs, exam

ining young 
people’s view

s about places and 
spaces in London

n
 ‘Intergeneration’ w

orkshops 
bringing together young people 
w

ith planning councillors 
from

 across London to explore 
placem

aking solutions and ideas 
that can be applied to local and 
regional policy

n
 Support from

 expert boards 
w

ith m
em

bership draw
n from

 
such organisations as Tesco, First 
Base, Arup and M

ake Architects

Young Londoners give their design 
ideas for a better city

W
e are the future of London. But 

w
ithout the chance to influence 

opinion, w
e are excluded from

 
debates and decisions about the 
future of our city. W

e are M
y City 

Too Am
bassadors, aged 12-19, w

ho 
have been w

orking on ideas to 
m

ake the w
hole of London better 

for everyone. This is our M
anifesto:

1 Let us have our say 
and young people w

ill 
be fully involved in 
planning, designing and 
decision-m

aking in their 
city

 
O

ur solution: W
e can’t vote – yet – but 

it is our city too! W
e can help im

prove 
places and spaces and w

e’ll use and 
respect them

 m
ore if w

e’ve been asked

2 W
e w

ant every inch of 
the capital to be used 
and not left derelict

 
O

ur solution: Even if unused spaces 
can’t be redeveloped im

m
ediately, w

e’ll 
help you find new

 uses for them
; w

hen 
left  derelict they are dangerous and 
m

ake our area look and feel abandoned

3 W
e need sheltered 

places to sit and to m
eet 

people that are better 
designed and w

ell 
looked after

 
O

ur solution: Q
uality design and 

m
aterials that are w

ell looked after tell 
our com

m
unities that w

e are w
orth 

investing in

4 W
e need broader 

pavem
ents and car-free 

streets
 

O
ur solution: Pedestrian areas need  

to be planned and designed to be safer 
for everyone

5 W
e w

ant lively streets 
w

ith better and m
ore 

creative lighting
 

O
ur solution: Busy, w

ell-lit areas w
ill 

help us and everyone else feel safe on 
our streets

6 W
e w

ant every 
generation to have their 
ow

n corner in public 
spaces, acknow

ledging 
their needs and m

aking 
them

 feel w
elcom

e
 

O
ur solution: Separating activity zones 

for sm
all children, teenagers, adults 

and senior citizens through soft zoning 
(floor m

arkings, tree fences, etc) w
ill 

ensure everyone feels happy about 
sharing the sam

e public space 

7 W
e w

ant play and 
perform

ance areas for 
young people that are 
at the heart of shopping 
centres, m

ain streets and 
parks

 
O

ur solution: D
esign places w

here  
w

e can m
eet each other and be seen 

doing som
ething w

orthw
hile w

hile 
feeling safe 

8 W
e w

ant playful signs, 
bright colour schem

es 
and changing public art

 
O

ur solution: G
ive our local areas a 

stronger identity and m
ake them

 places 
that w

e are proud of

9 W
e w

ant trees, 
pools and fountains 
everyw

here
 

O
ur solution: G

reenery and w
ater 

features have a calm
ing effect and 

m
ake places feel m

ore w
elcom

ing

10 W
e w

ant everyone to 
be able to m

ove around 
London

 
O

ur solution: Provide ram
ps and lifts in 

all public spaces so everyone can be part 
of the capital

 
M

y City Too Am
bassadors: Am

anda, 
15; Angelina, 14; Arti, 15; Benjam

in, 
16; Bianca, 19; Bibiana, 14; Brian, 12; 
Charlotte, 16; Corina, 14; D

arius, 15; 
Edlira, 16; G

eorgia, 14; G
len, 15; H

annah, 
15; H

odda, 16; H
olly, 16; Jack, 13; Jenny, 

16; Joe, 16; Joshua, 16; Kiera, 14; Latifa, 15; 
Laura, 16; M

ary, 15; M
ayra, 12; M

organ, 
15; N

iall, 15; N
icola, 13; N

om
vula, 14; 

O
livier, 14; Rachel, 14; Rainbow

, 15; 
Sebastien, 13; Tashan, 15; Thabani, 12  

Young D
esign Cham

pions 
+ Right D

ecisions 
= Better London Spaces

W
e’re w

orth investing in.
H

ow
 are you going to m

ake 
it happen?
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